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Using historic shoreline and present-day profile
information, OCRM designates a baseline and
setback line along the coast. The baseline is
typically placed at the crest of the primary sand
dune (that is the dune immediately adjacent to
the ocean) while the setback line is demarcated
landward of the baseline. The setback line's
distance from the baseline varies along the coast
It is determined by the annual erosion rate in
that particular area. Stable or accreting beaches
have a minimum 20' setback line, while erosion
areas have setbacks of as much as 400'. These
lines are revised every 10 years as required by
the South Carolina Coastal Zone Management Act.
All construction seaward of the setback line
requires an authorization or permit from OCRM.
The baseline and setback line displayed on this
map are general representations of their true
positions.  To accurately locate these lines in
reference to an individual piece of property, they
must be surveyed using original coordinates
supplied by OCRM.  Once adopted as final,
these lines will remain unchanged for up to
10 years, unless moved as the result of a
renourishment project or an appeal.
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